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August 19, 2016 

 
Dear California Member of Congress: 
 
As an organization committed to ensuring that all children in the United States have the 
opportunity to thrive in school and in life, we are writing to express our strong reservations about 
pending school nutrition legislation and to ask you to oppose the bill in its current form.   
 
The Improving Child Nutrition and Education Act (HR 5003) would limit children's access to 
nutritional meals at school by rolling back many of the successes of the strongly bipartisan 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 that provides low-cost healthy meals to children in need.  
 
Tens of millions of parents and hundreds of thousands of teachers across the country rely on 
Common Sense, a national nonprofit, for our independent ratings, reviews, and high-quality 
educational resources and materials every year, resources that help parents and teachers navigate 
the complexities of a rapidly changing world. Parents and teachers also look to us for our 
legislative ratings, and we are sharing our "Against Kids" rating of this bill with members and 
users of Common Sense.  
 
Healthy meals are critical to children's development and their ability to succeed in school. 
Regrettably, HR 5003 takes kids and our country in the wrong direction. It threatens to:  
 

• reduce the number of meals schools must provide to qualified kids;  
• make funding for school meals less reliable; 
• and cut the number of kids receiving school meals by erecting new bureaucratic hurdles. 

 
This legislation could hurt schools in your state. If California were to take part in the block grant 
pilot program, 685 schools would no longer be eligible for immediate meal subsidies, more than 
half the schools that rely on complete federal funding would lose it, and there could be a $78 
million decrease in federal meal funding in the first year alone. 
 
Provides fewer meals during the school day 
 
One of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act's greatest successes was to expand the breakfast 
program so students can get a better start to the school day. An August 2013 National Institutes 
of Health study found that consistently having a healthy breakfast significantly improves 
students' academic performance in class. And yet HR 5003 would allow schools in the pilot 
block grant that today serve breakfast and lunch to choose to serve only one meal: breakfast or 
lunch. This could erase the important progress schools have made with their breakfast programs 
and increase hunger among kids at school. 
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Makes nutrition funding less reliable for states that switch to block grants 
 
A school's food budget can fluctuate wildly depending on factors outside the school's control, 
such as enrollment size, the financial situation of their students, or the cost of providing food, 
making adjustable categorical grants the ideal way to subsidize necessary programs with 
unpredictable budgets. Block grants, on the other hand, are capped at their original funding 
levels and are therefore unable to respond to the changing needs of a school. In the event of an 
economic downturn or rapid increase in enrollment size, HR 5003's pilot block grant states will 
be unable to meet the nutritional needs of their students. 
 
Cuts the number of kids receiving meals by increasing bureaucratic hurdles 
 
HR 5003 could limit access to subsidized meals at school for students who already receive them. 
Currently, free meals can be offered to every student in a school if at least 40 percent of the 
students there receive some type of government assistance. HR 5003 would, without 
justification, raise the threshold to 60 percent, meaning many schools that currently qualify for 
meals' funding will be required to place the burden on each family in need of nutrition assistance 
to apply for meals individually. This will add inefficient and unwarranted additional bureaucratic 
burdens to resource-strapped schools and result in some deserving kids not getting meals. In 
California alone, 106,630 students could lose access to healthy meals at school. 
 
Ensuring adequate nutrition for children should remain a priority for Congress. The school 
breakfast and lunch program pays dividends in a stronger future for our country.  
 
Thank you for considering these views and for opposing HR 5003 in its current form. Congress 
can do much better than this bill. We stand ready to assist you and your colleagues on this and 
other issues that are important to making children America's top priority. 
 
Respectfully 
            
/s/  Jim Steyer     /s/  Danny Weiss 
                                                                                                 
Co-Founder and CEO                                     Vice President, Federal Policy 
Common Sense                                            Common Sense Kids Action 
 
About Common Sense: Common Sense is dedicated to helping kids thrive by providing tools for parents and 
opportunities for kids. With more than 65 million Common Sense users, more than 300,000 registered teachers in 
over 100,000 schools, and advocates in every state, Common Sense has the potential to reach nearly every home 
and school across the nation. We are building a movement dedicated to ensuring that every child has the 
opportunity to thrive in our rapidly changing world.  


