
 

 
TO: Editorial Board Editors and Writers 
From: Common Sense Kids Action 
Date: September 6, 2017 
Re: Your Fall Coverage of Congressional Action 
 
 
As you know, Congress has returned from its month-long recess to a busy and challenging few 
months. At Common Sense Kids Action, the advocacy arm of the national non-profit Common 
Sense Media, we think that members of Congress should base their decisions on what is best 
for America’s kids. And there will be plenty of decisions for them to make that could really help, 
or hurt, our nation’s children. We’ve outlined below a number of top issues before Congress that 
matter to kids and we are hopeful that as you think about editorial and news coverage this fall, 
you will keep kids and families front and center. We would be happy to discuss any of these in 
greater detail. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 

Health Insurance I - Affordable Care Act 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee begins a series 

of hearings this month regarding an important slice of the health insurance reform issue, albeit a 
narrower one than the failed repeal and replace effort that dominated the spring and summer: 
the stabilization of health insurance markets under the Affordable Care Act for roughly 10 million 
Americans who are not insured through their employers. In fact, these hearings are the direct 
result of that failure to gut President Obama’s 2010 signature health law. We strongly opposed 
that effort because of the harm it would cause to children and families. Of course, given 
divisions in the Senate, and between the House and the Senate, it is unclear as of now whether 
the Senate hearings will result in a bill that can pass Congress. And there are other efforts still 
underway among different groups in the House and Senate, some to fundamentally alter and 
others to marginally change today’s health care law. These efforts must be watched closely as 
well. 
 

Kids are a major beneficiary of the Affordable Care Act and our overall health care 
system. Between the Affordable Care Act, Medicaid, and the federal Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP), 95 percent of U.S. kids ages 0-5 have health insurance -- the 
highest percentage of covered kids in our country’s history. This makes a huge difference for 
the opportunity of these children to succeed in life, as health insurance helps to reduce the 
onset and duration of serious illness at a young age and to maintain children’s health and as 
they grow older. To maintain this positive and critical trend, any proposed changes to the ACA 
must include protections for kids and adults with pre-existing conditions and must maintain 
Medicaid, the federal-state program on which 37 million American kids rely, as an open-ended 
entitlement program, rejecting proposals to block-grant the program and make deep cuts to its 
funding.  
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● The Takeaway: The repeal and replace effort that was rejected by governors and 

other policymakers of both parties would have resulted in more than 20 million 
fewer insured Americans, including at least 3 million children.   

 
Health Insurance II - CHIP Reauthorization 

CHIP, the bi-partisan federal-state program that provides quality health care coverage to 
almost 9 million kids, is set to expire on September 30th if Congress fails to vote to reauthorize 
it. Given the success of this program over the years, and the bi-partisan support it has earned, 
we strongly recommend that Congress reauthorize CHIP at levels equal to or exceeding current 
funding. 
 

● The Takeaway: If Congress fails to reauthorize CHIP, as many as 9 million 
low-income children could lose health insurance. 

 
Education Funding and Other Budget Priorities 

The president’s FY 2018 budget released in May would make devastating cuts to 
programs and services that make a difference to most Americans, and especially to kids. The 
Department of Education, for example, would be cut by $9.2 billion, or more than 14 percent, 
food assistance would be cut by 25 percent, and Medicaid by 47 percent. We’re looking for 
Congress to do two things – first, clearly reject the President’s proposal.  And second, make 
important investments in those very services, like after-school centers, work-study programs for 
college students, health, and basic education. It is not enough for Congress to reject the 
President’s budget and pass their own cuts, albeit to a slightly smaller degree. Congress will 
also be tempted but should reject an effort to shift existing Department of Education funds to 
enact the president’s proposed school choice plan that would not otherwise win approval on a 
straight up or down vote. The school choice plan would especially harm kids in rural areas, who 
would not benefit from school choice.  
 

● The Takeaway: Congress might try to “look good” by rejecting the President’s 14 
percent education budget cut, instead only cutting education by 3 percent. But 
education is already under-resourced and a 3 percent cut would seriously 
undermine educational opportunity for low and moderate income children. 

 
Tax Reform 

Congress and the President have indicated that reforming our tax system is a top priority 
this fall and winter. In particular, we’re keeping our eye out for various proposals that are 
described as being intended to help ease the burden of families’ child care costs. Some of these 
plans would unfairly steer limited resources to America’s wealthiest homes that do not need 
assistance with childcare costs and would do little to nothing to help low and moderate income 
families who face crushing costs for their youngest kids. 
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Moreover, we’re watching to see if congressional leaders and the President push for tax 
reform that invests in kids and our country and helps to create good jobs or robs programs and 
the Treasury of critical resources only to cut taxes of upper income Americans and profitable 
American corporations.  Tax reform that hands out giant tax cuts to the wealthy, financed by 
deep cuts to programs like Social Security, Medicare, food assistance, Medicaid, transportation, 
environmental protection, and education would be vastly unfair to hardworking parents and their 
kids and greatly undermine children’s opportunity to succeed when they grow up.  Congress 
might also choose to cut taxes and “pay for” those cuts by running up the deficit and the debt. 
Increasing the deficit without making investments in the economy is also a huge threat to kids’ 
long-term economic opportunity.  
 

● The Takeaway: Done wrong, Congress faces two bad choices - rob Peter to pay 
Paul, where Paul is a wealthy executive and Peter is America’s kids, or, run up 
the deficit and the debt without stimulating the economy, stifling kids’ long-term 
economic opportunity. 

 
Brief Take - Other Issues We’re Watching  

● Appropriations - for child care, pre-k, and head start, programs that help low- and 
moderate-income families access affordable and quality early care and that helps them 
become self-sufficient by enabling them to work or look for work. Congress must pass its 
appropriations bills by September 30th. They will most likely pass a temporary spending 
bill this month close to or at last year’s funding levels and then use October and 
November to try to reach an agreement on appropriations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year, a debate that will raise again the specter of potential deep cuts to programs that 
serve kids.  

● Funding for the Environmental Protection Agency, the leading federal agency 
responsible for protecting air quality. Kids are especially vulnerable to air pollution, as 
they spend more time outside than adults and their lungs breathe in more air per 
kilogram of body weight than adults. The President’s budget proposal in May would cut 
the EPA by 31 percent.  

● Paid family and medical leave. While we do not expect this Congress to take this up, 
there has been talk about a plan by Presidential Adviser Ivanka Trump to press for some 
type of paid leave, although no one in the President’s party has yet embraced her plan. 
Common Sense strongly supports paid family and leave as a critical component of early 
childhood development and supports S. 337 and H.R. 947 as the correct policy to help 
kids and families. 

  
CommonSense.org/KidsAction 

Contact: Lisa Cohen 
Communications Director 

Common Sense Kids Action 
310-395-2544 
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