
 

December 11, 2017 
 
Dear Committee Member,  
 
We wanted to reach out regarding your important work on the conference committee for the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act.  
 
Common Sense is the nation’s leading independent nonprofit organization dedicated to helping 
kids thrive in today’s digital world. We empower parents, teachers, and policymakers by 
providing unbiased information, trusted advice, and innovative tools to help them harness the 
power of media and technology as a positive force in all kids’ lives. We also work to ensure 
children and families have full access to services and supports to ensure a just and equitable 
future. Our policy arm, Common Sense Kids Action, is building a movement of parents, 
teachers, business leaders, and other advocates dedicated to making kids our nation’s top priority 
by supporting policies at the state and federal level that contribute to the building blocks of 
opportunity for kids. 
 
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is an important piece of legislation that will impact every child and 
parent in the U.S. On behalf of the 47,000 parents and families we represent, we urge you to 
keep the well-being of America’s kids as a central focus. Here are three suggestions on how to 
strengthen the bill:  
 
Adopt the Rubio-Lee Child Credit Proposal 
 

Both the House and Senate versions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act included an increase of 
the Child Tax Credit (CTC) from $1,000 per child to $1,600 and $2,000, respectively. 
While expanding the CTC is admirable, both proposals leave out many working-class 
families. Because the CTC expansion only applies to income taxes, rather than payroll 
taxes, an estimated 10 million kids in low-income households would receive very little or 
none of the benefit.   1

 
By lowering the threshold at which parents qualify for the new CTC (starting with their 
first dollar of earnings, parents qualify for a credit of 15.3 cents per dollar of earnings), 
the Rubio-Lee proposal would extend the benefits of the credit to a much larger number 
of low-income kids and working families. We recommend that the final version of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act include this proposal.  
 

 

1 Marr, Chuck. “Rubio-Lee Child Credit Proposal Should Be in Final Tax Bill.” Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities. December 6, 2017. https://www.cbpp.org/blog/rubio-lee-child-credit-proposal-should-be-in-final-tax-bill  
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Retain the State and Local Tax Deduction for Sales and Income Taxes  
 

State and local taxes pay for a multitude of programs that help kids, families, and 
communities thrive, including schools. However, both versions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act would no longer allow families to deduct their state and local sales and income taxes. 
States will be forced to choose between slashing funding for education and other 
necessary services or having families face a higher tax burden that they can ill-afford. 
We suggest that the final version of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act retain the ability of 
families to deduct state and local sales and income taxes so as to not jeopardize our 
students’ futures.  

 
Retain the Affordable Care Act’s Individual Mandate 
 

Having affordable, high-quality health insurance that covers six-month check-ups as well 
as broken bones is vital to parents. However, repealing the Affordable Care Act’s 
individual mandate without taking other actions to mitigate the fallout will likely harm 
the ability of many parents to obtain this care. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office ruled that repealing the mandate would increase parents’ insurance premiums by 
10 percent, and lead to 13 million fewer Americans having insurance. We strongly 
recommend that the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act not include any measure that would 
significantly impact the health insurance markets, and ask that this important issue be 
handled in separate legislation if you choose to address it.  

 
Thank you for listening to our concerns and suggestions. Your constituents are counting on you 
to ensure a just and equitable future for kids and families and these changes could make a real 
difference. We would be happy to further discuss our thoughts on the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 
Please feel free to rely on us as a resource.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Elizabeth Galicia /s/ Kelsey Kober 
 
Elizabeth Galicia Kelsey Kober 
Vice President, Common Sense Kids Action Policy Associate, Federal Policy 
 
Who we are: Common Sense is the nation’s leading organization dedicated to helping families 
and educators thrive in a rapidly changing world. Common Sense rates, educates, and advocates 
on behalf of parents, teachers, and kids to ensure all children have the opportunity to succeed in 
the 21st century. With over 65 million Common Sense users, hundreds of thousands of educators, 
and advocates in every state, Common Sense’s advocacy platform is building a movement 
dedicated to making kids our nation’s top priority.  
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