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January 13, 2017 

 

An Open Letter to California Parents about the Bill of Rights for 

Children and Youth 

 

Dear California parents and caregivers: 

 

California has the sixth-largest economy in the world, but compared 

with other states, our children rank 47th in terms of their economic 

well-being. That is because California policymakers have consistently 

failed to prioritize children in any deliberate or comprehensive way.  

 

This must change. The status quo is unacceptable for our children.  

 

Common Sense Kids Action is dedicated to helping parents and 

families make kids our nation's top priority.  

 

That's why we are sponsoring the Bill of Rights for Children and Youth 

in California, legislation authored by Senator Richard Pan.  

 

The first step toward solving a problem is defining it. With this bill, we 

are looking to spark a statewide conversation to identify the kinds of 

opportunities and supports we believe all California children and 

families deserve. What do our children need to thrive? How can we 

help parents have more options to help realize the dreams they have 

for their children's successes? 

 

We know there are no one-size-fits-all solutions, and this is why the bill 

is currently drafted as a framework: to engage parents in a statewide 

conversation. Unfortunately, misinformation and false statements 

shared online have inspired fear and confusion in the very population 

we want to engage: parents.  
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That's why we're writing to you today. Let us be clear: There is nothing in this bill that would take 

away parents' right to choose how best to raise their children. There are no mandates on parents 

and caregivers. And there never will be. On the contrary, the bill seeks to help ensure parents and 

caregivers are empowered and able to access critical and quality services and resources if they 
choose to do so. 

 

We know high-quality early learning and care, supportive family environments, quality educational 

opportunities, and accessible and comprehensive health care are essential to ensuring every child 

can thrive. A Bill of Rights for Children and Youth would provide policymakers with a roadmap to 

ensure all of California's kids have the opportunity to thrive, and it would provide parents with a 

tool to hold their representatives accountable in ensuring critical resources are accessible to 

families regardless of their level of need, who they are, how they pray, or where they live. 

 

We want to hear from you. We deliberately haven't provided the final answers in the bill's 

introduction because we want to work with parents across the state to identify these priorities. 

Send us a message at kidsbillofrights@commonsensekidsaction.org. Please attend one of our 

upcoming Parent Meetup events, or fill out this form to find one near you. 

 

We have offered to meet with representatives of the groups in opposition to this bill that have 

organized the rally planned for the Capitol next Tuesday. We are hopeful that those with concerns 

are open to engage in a conversation that ensures the Bill of Rights considers all of California's 

children.  

 

California can be a model state for the welfare of our children and families, and we urge those who 

are also concerned about these issues to join us in this conversation.  

 

For far too long, our state's leaders have failed to prioritize the interests of our children. Again, the 

status quo is unacceptable. The Bill of Rights for Children and Youth can help us move this vital 

conversation forward. Together, we can work to ensure kids are our state's top priority.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Craig Cheslog 

Vice President for California Policy and Advocacy 

Common Sense Kids Action 


