
 

 

         October 5, 2016 
The Honorable Phil Mendelson 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 504 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
RE: B21-0696 - SUPPORT 
 
Dear Chairperson Mendelson: 
 
Common Sense Kids Action urges the Council to pass B21-0696, to exempt diapers 
from the District of Columbia’s sales and use tax.  
 
Many families with young children struggle to afford an adequate supply of diapers and 
end up changing their children’s diapers less often than they should. Studies show that 
this can cause mental health problems for parents and families, with low-income 
mothers who cannot afford diapers reporting more anxiety and depression.  In fact, 
diaper need can be a greater predictor of mental health need than food insecurity.  And 
diaper scarcity and infrequent changing can cause painful physical ailments for children, 
such as diaper rash and urinary tract infections. For these reasons, the unaffordability of 
diapers results in a decrease in public health and wellbeing, and more visits to 
physicians, which increases the costs of programs like D.C.’s Medicaid and the D.C. 
Healthcare Alliance.  
 
The high cost of diapers also affects parents’ ability to work and provide for their 
families, and children’s ability to succeed and thrive in their critical early years of 
development. Unaffordable diapers can make child care, which is a necessity for 
working parents, less feasible for many families, as providers require parents to provide 
a full day’s worth of diapers. And the mental and physical health problems associated 
with diaper scarcity can cause parents to miss work and both parents and children to be 
distracted during their daily routines.  
 
Common Sense Kids Action believes a tax exemption on diapers is an important step 
toward meeting all D.C. families’ basic needs. It would improve community mental and 
physical health, help to bridge the opportunity gap between lower- and higher-income 
families, and alleviate some strains on costly District services.  
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For these reasons, Common Sense Kids Action offers its enthusiastic support of 
B21-0696. Thank you for your work on this issue and your consideration of our views. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Danny Weiss 
 
Danny Weiss 
Vice President, Federal Policy 
Common Sense Kids Action 
 
Cc: Members of the D.C. City Council  
 
Common Sense, led by Founder/CEO Jim Steyer, is the nation’s leading organization dedicated to 
helping families and educators thrive in a world of media and technology. Common Sense rates, 
educates, and advocates on behalf of parents, teachers, and kids to ensure all children have the 
opportunity to succeed in the 21st century. With over 65 million Common Sense users, more than 
375,000 educators, and potential advocates in every home and school across the nation, Common 
Sense’s advocacy platform Common Sense Kids Action is building a movement dedicated to making kids 
our nation’s top priority. 
 


