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November 30, 2015 
 
 

The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici 
439 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Elise Stefanik  
512 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515

 
 
Dear Rep. Bonamici and Rep. Stefanik,  
 
Thank you for your efforts to ensure that American children have access to high quality 
childcare. Your legislation, H.R. 3886, The Early Childhood Nutrition Improvement Act, 
offers an important and pragmatic step towards providing our youngest kids with nutritious 
meals while simultaneously benefiting the small business owners who provide childcare services. 
Common Sense Kids Action strongly supports your bill and applauds your bipartisan 
commitment to helping children thrive by investing early in their lives. 
 
Common Sense Kids Action agrees with you that the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
(CACFP), serving approximately 3.8 million children in childcare settings and 100,000 adults 
each day, must be strengthened to better serve our nation’s most vulnerable kids. As you know, 
CACFP has seen a 40 percent decline in participation since 1996, mainly due to the challenges of 
complying with the program. To improve CACFP, your bill:  
 
• Provides children in covered childcare settings with a nutritious third meal. Currently, 

childcare providers can be reimbursed for serving two meals and one snack; however, many 
working families rely on childcare providers for full-day service. The bill authorizes 
reimbursements to childcare providers who offer a third meal to kids in care for more than 
eight hours – ensuring that kids can access the nutritious meals they need throughout the 
day.  
 

• Makes childcare more affordable for hard-working parents. Federal support for 
nutritious meals helps childcare centers control the costs of childcare that are typically 
passed on to families, making high-quality childcare more affordable for working families.  

 

• Reduces the regulatory burden on small business owners. The bill reduces unnecessary 
paperwork and duplicative recordkeeping requirements for childcare providers, making it 
easier and less costly for small businesses to provide high-quality childcare.  
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Common Sense Kids Action, the advocacy arm of Common Sense Media, is a national nonprofit 
committed to making kids our nation’s top priority. In California, we’ve launched the Right Start 
Commission, made up of some of the state’s leading policymakers, community leaders, and 
business leaders who are developing recommendations to modernize California’s early childhood 
learning and support systems. We know that investments in early childhood programs bring 
significant educational and economic benefits for children, their families, and society at large. 
 
Please do not hesitate to let me know if Common Sense can be of any assistance to you in your 
efforts to advance the Early Childhood Nutrition Improvement Act, and thank you again for your 
work on behalf of children and families.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 
 

Danny Weiss 
Co-Director and VP, National Policy  
Common Sense Kids Action  
 
 
 


