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October 22, 2015 
 
The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means 
1233 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman,  
 
I am writing to urge you to make permanent key provisions of the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit (CTC), two pro-work and pro-education tax credits 
that help millions of hard-working families make ends meet – and boost the chances of 
millions of children to succeed – before they expire. 

 
As you know, one of the many difficult decisions Congress faces this year is the pending 
expiration of several business tax credits, known as tax extenders. In order to be fair to hard-
working families and their children, Congress must not make any business tax extenders 
permanent without simultaneously preserving pro-work and pro-education provisions of 
the EITC and CTC that are also set to soon expire. In addition, Congress should update the 
EITC to cover low-income, childless workers – the only group the tax code taxes into, or 
deeper into, poverty.  

 
The EITC and CTC play a critical role in the economic, educational, physical, and emotional 
well-being of millions of adults and children.  If these key provisions are allowed to expire, 
more than 50 million Americans will lose their tax credits, and more than 16 million 
Americans, including 7.7 million children, will be pushed into, or deeper into, poverty. 
Furthermore, if the EITC is not updated, millions of low-wage workers who do not claim 
dependent children will be ineligible for the credit. In 2013, the federal government taxed 
nearly 8 million such workers into poverty, in part because of an inadequate EITC.  
 
As you may already know, the EITC and CTC are two of the nation’s strongest tools to promote 
work and help working families escape poverty. According to substantial research over the past 
fifteen years, these credits significantly increase workforce participation. Economists associate 
the EITC with a seven percent increase in the employment of single mothers, and recent 
estimates suggest that the EITC induces one in ten parents to work who would otherwise remain 
unemployed. By encouraging employment, these tax credits help low-income families achieve 
self-sufficiency and reduce demand for other safety net programs.   
 
The EITC and CTC also directly benefit low-income children. By pulling millions of kids out 
of poverty, these credits provide long-lasting benefits, including: 
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• Better school performance and greater college enrollment. Low-income children from 
families receiving EITC credits earn higher standardized test scores, particularly in math, 
than their counterparts not receiving tax credits. This improved academic performance 
extends to high school graduation rates, which increase for children whose parents are 
EITC recipients. Low-income children receiving tax credits are also more likely to attend 
college, increasing their economic opportunities as adults. 

• A lowered risk of mental illness among low-income children. Recent studies show that 
the brains of low-income children are less developed than their wealthier counterparts, 
putting them at increased risk for several psychiatric disorders such as depression and 
anti-social personality disorder. By lifting millions of children out of poverty, the EITC 
and CTC decrease children’s risk of developing a mental illness later in life. 

• Increased economic opportunities. For every $3,000 in added annual income for a child 
living in a low-income household, that child’s future earnings increase by 17 percent.  

  
Two recent studies highlight the urgency of extending these credits.  The U.S. Census reported in 
September that more than one in five children lived in poverty in 2014.  And the Urban Institute 
also reported last month that, based on an analysis of 40 years of data, the longer a child lives in 
poverty the lower his or her chances of succeeding later in life in education and at work. 
 
Despite the urgency of addressing child poverty and the proven success of the EITC and CTC, 
key provisions of the credits are set to expire in 2017 – a lower CTC earnings exclusion; the 
EITC’s “marriage-penalty” relief; and a larger EITC for families raising more than two kids. 
Congress must not let these provisions expire. 
 
Once again, I respectfully urge you to refrain from permanently extending a single business 
tax credit without simultaneously making permanent these key provisions of the EITC and 
CTC and also expanding the EITC to cover low-income childless workers.  
 
Thank you very much for your attention to this matter and for your support.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Danny Weiss 
Vice President of National Policy 
Common Sense Kids Action  
 
Common Sense Kids Action, the advocacy arm of Common Sense Media, is an independent, nonpartisan, powerful 
voice for America’s next generation. We have a simple mission: to make kids our nation’s top priority. With nearly 
275,000 teacher members in more than 90,000 schools and millions of parent users at home, Common Sense rates, 
educates and advocates on behalf parents, teachers and kids to help them navigate in a world of media and 
technology and to ensure all children have the opportunity to thrive in the 21st Century. Learn more: 
www.commonsensemedia.org/kids-action.  
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